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Subpart G—Issuance of Leases 

556.35 Qualifications of lessees. 
556.37 Lease term. 
556.38 Joint bidding provisions. 
556.40 Definitions. 
556.41 Joint bidding requirements. 
556.43 Chargeability for production. 
556.44 Bids disqualified. 
556.46 Submission of bids. 
556.47 Award of leases. 
556.49 Lease form. 
556.50 Dating of leases. 

Subpart H—Rentals and Royalties 
[Reserved] 

Subpart I—Bonding 

556.52 Bond requirements for an oil and gas 
or sulphur lease. 

556.53 Additional bonds. 
556.54 General requirements for bonds. 
556.55 Lapse of bond. 
556.56 Lease-specific abandonment ac-

counts. 
556.57 Using a third-party guarantee instead 

of a bond. 
556.58 Termination of the period of liability 

and cancellation of a bond. 
556.59 Forfeiture of bonds and/or other secu-

rities. 

Subpart J—Assignments, Transfers, and 
Extensions 

556.62 Assignment of lease or interest in 
lease. 

556.63 Service fees. 
556.64 How to file transfers. 
556.65 Attorney General review. 
556.67 Separate filings for assignments. 
556.68 Effect of assignment of a particular 

tract. 
556.70 Extension of lease by drilling or well 

reworking operations. 
556.71 Directional drilling. 
556.72 Compensatory payments as produc-

tion. 

Subpart K—Termination of Leases 

556.76 Relinquishment of leases or parts of 
leases. 

556.77 Cancellation of leases. 

Subpart L—Section 6 Leases 

556.79 Effect of regulations on lease. 
556.80 Leases of other minerals. 

Subpart M—Studies 

556.82 Environmental studies. 

Subpart N—Bonus or Royalty Credits for Ex-
change of Certain Leases Offshore 
Florida 

556.90 Which leases may I exchange for a 
bonus or royalty credit? 

556.91 How much bonus or royalty credit 
will BOEM grant in exchange for a lease? 

556.92 What must I do to obtain a bonus or 
royalty credit? 

556.93 How is the bonus or royalty credit al-
located among multiple lease owners? 

556.94 How may I use the bonus or royalty 
credit? 

556.95 How do I transfer a bonus or royalty 
credit to another person? 

APPENDIX TO PART 556—OIL AND GAS CASH 
BONUS BID 

AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. 9701, 42 U.S.C. 6213, 43 
U.S.C. 1334, Pub. L. 109–432. 

SOURCE: 76 FR 64623, Oct. 18, 2011, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Outer Continental 
Shelf Oil, Gas, and Sulphur 
Management, General 

§ 556.0 Authority for information col-
lection. 

(a) The Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) has approved the infor-
mation collection requirements in this 
part under 44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq. OMB as-
signed the control number 1010–0006. 
The title of this information collection 
is ‘‘30 CFR part 556, Leasing of Sulphur 
or Oil and Gas in the Outer Continental 
Shelf.’’ 

(b) BOEM collects this information 
to determine if the applicant filing for 
a lease on the Outer Continental Shelf 
is qualified to hold such a lease. Re-
sponse is required to obtain a benefit 
according to 43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq. BOEM 
will protect proprietary information 
collected according to section 26 of the 
OCS Lands Act and 30 CFR 556.10. 

(c) An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
OMB control number. 

(d) Send comments regarding any as-
pect of the collection of information 
under this part, including suggestions 
for reducing the burden, to the Infor-
mation Collection Clearance Officer, 
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Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 
381 Elden Street, Herndon, VA 20170. 

§ 556.1 Purpose. 

The purpose of the regulations in this 
part is to establish the procedures 
under which the Secretary of the Inte-
rior (Secretary) will exercise the au-
thority to administer a leasing pro-
gram for oil, gas and sulphur. The pro-
cedures under which the Secretary will 
exercise the authority to administer a 
program to grant rights-of-use and 
easements are addressed in other parts. 

§ 556.2 Policy. 

The management of Outer Conti-
nental Shelf resources is to be con-
ducted in accordance with the findings, 
purposes and policy directions provided 
by the Outer Continental Shelf Lands 
Act Amendments of 1978 (43 U.S.C. 1332, 
1801, 1802), and other Executive, legisla-
tive, judicial and Departmental guid-
ance. The Secretary of the Interior 
shall consider available environmental 
information in making decisions af-
fecting Outer Continental Shelf re-
sources. 

§ 556.4 Authority. 

The Outer Continental Shelf Lands 
Act (OCSLA) (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.) au-
thorizes the Secretary of the Interior 
to issue, on a competitive basis, leases 
for oil and gas, and sulphur, in sub-
merged lands of the outer Continental 
Shelf (OCS). The Act authorizes the 
Secretary to grant rights-of-way, 
rights-of-use and easements through 
the submerged lands of the OCS. The 
Energy Policy and Conservation Act of 
1975 (42 U.S.C. 6213), prohibits joint bid-
ding by major oil and gas producers. 

§ 556.5 Definitions. 

As used in this part, the term: 
(a) Act refers to the Outer Conti-

nental Shelf Lands Act of August 7, 
1953 (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.) as amended. 

(b) Director means the Director, Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Management. 

(c) OCS means the Outer Continental 
Shelf, as that term is defined in 43 
U.S.C. 1331(a). 

(d) Secretary means the Secretary of 
the Interior or an official authorized to 
act on the Secretary’s behalf. 

(e) BOEM means Bureau of Ocean En-
ergy Management. 

(f) Coastal zone means the coastal 
waters (including the lands therein and 
thereunder) and the adjacent 
shorelands (including the waters there-
in and thereunder), strongly influenced 
by each other and in proximity to the 
shorelines of the several coastal 
States, and includes islands, transition 
and intertidal areas, salt marshes, wet-
lands, and beaches, which zone extends 
seaward to the outer limit of the 
United States territorial sea and ex-
tends inland from the shore lines to the 
extent necessary to control shorelands, 
the uses of which have a direct and sig-
nificant impact on the coastal waters, 
and the inward boundaries of which 
may be identified by the several coast-
al States, pursuant to the authority of 
section 305(b)(1) of the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 
1454(b)(1)); 

(g) Affected State means, with respect 
to any program, plan, lease sale, or 
other activity, proposed, conducted, or 
approved pursuant to the provisions of 
the act, any State: 

(1) The laws of which are declared, 
pursuant to section 4(a)(2) of the Act, 
to be the law of the United States for 
the portion of the Outer Continental 
Shelf on which such activity is, or is 
proposed to be conducted; 

(2) Which is, or is proposed to be, di-
rectly connected by transportation fa-
cilities to any artificial island or struc-
ture referred to in section 4(a)(1) of the 
Act; 

(3) Which is receiving, or in accord-
ance with the proposed activity will re-
ceive, oil for processing, refining, or 
transshipment which was extracted 
from the Outer Continental Shelf and 
transported directly to such State by 
means of vessels or by a combination of 
means including vessels; 

(4) Which is designated by the Sec-
retary as a State in which there is a 
substantial probability of significant 
impact on or damage to the coastal, 
marine, or human environment, or a 
State in which there will be significant 
changes in the social, governmental, or 
economic infrastructure, resulting 
from the exploration, development, and 
production of oil and gas anywhere on 
the Outer Continental Shelf; or 
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